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to lead to a financial crisis, national bankruptcy, and a collapse
of the credit which is the life-force of industrial prosperity.
§ 143. A new line of policy.—To make up for having
turned former friends into enemies, Napoleon tried to turn
former enemies into friends. After the coup d'etat all organised
opposition was suppressed; the Press was censored; public
meetings were forbidden; the Government was autocratic;
parliament was powerless. Napoleon now determined to buy
the support of " liberals " by allowing political life to begin
again. How could Frenchmen be sent to win liberties for
Italians which they were not thought fit to enjoy themselves ?
Moreover, power involves responsibility. An omnipotent
ruler has to take the blame for everything that goes wrong.
Napoleon was becoming weary of the burden, and was turning
a wistful eye across the Channel to a land where " the King can
do no wrong," and where the spirit of opposition is directed
against " the other side " instead of against "the Crown. As a
first step in this direction, he issued an amnesty which brought
thousands of exiled Socialists and Republicans back to France.
He followed this up by decrees (1860) which (i) empowered the
Chambers to move and discuss each year a reply to the Speech
from the Throne ; (ii) appointed ministers to explain and defend
the Government's measures to the Deputies; and (iii) per-
mitted debates to be reported in Le Moniteur.
But these concessions revived the taste for public affairs
while doing very little to satisfy it; for the fact that such
trivial privileges were heralded as " liberty " brought home to
Frenchmen how despotic the Imperial regime had always been.
They had the example of Britain ever before them to show
what vigorous political life is like ; and the returned exiles took
advantage of the Government's leniency to agitate more and
more insistently for real parliamentary control. Since 1857
a tiny group of Opposition members known as " The Five " had
sat high up on the benches to the Left, with a ring of empty
seats around them; but for the election after the decrees of

